President’s Report
The Washington Group Annual Membership Meeting

Adrian B. Pidlusky

6 June 2007
TWG continues to be active and a strong force of the Ukrainian community in our nation’s capital.  This report lists some of our accomplishments, current efforts, and future plans.  
Our first event since last year’s Annual Meeting was in May. Our immediate past-President and Events Director, Ihor Kotlarchuk, together with the local Ukrainian Congress Committee of America branch, organized a talk and welcome reception for the new Ambassador from Ukraine, the Honorable Oleh Shamshur, at the Army-Navy Club.

Our second event, held in July, was the well-attended farewell reception for the Embassy’s departing Cultural Attache, Natalia Holub, at the National Press Club.  

Another event we co-sponsored was the annual Ukrainian Independence Day picnic at St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Silver Spring, Maryland.  This annual event held in August is becoming a tradition.  

In October, thanks to Andrew Bihun, our Business Development Forum Director, a talk on Trade and Investment in Ukraine, Current Prospects and Challenges, Viewpoints from the United States and Canada, was held in October at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS).  This event was also well attended.
In December, together with the Ukrainian Engineers’ Association, TWG held a talk at the Embassy with Lyudmila Kolokova on her work in NASA.  The talk was well received and well attended.  

In January, TWG co-sponsored a Malanka at St. Andrew’s and George Masiuk organized a talk by the first U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, Roman Popadiuk, at SAIS.  

In March, TWG co-hosted a talk with the Ukrainian Engineers Association on Hurricane Katrina by Dr. Eugene Stakhiv at the Embassy of Ukraine.

In April, we co-sponsored the showing of Orange Chronicles at the George Washington University and SAIS, and together with the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Washington, we co-hosted a talk by Dr. Vasyl Lopukh on trends in Ukrainian migration.  

The Cultural Fund has sponsored several quality events since this time last year as described in its report under the capable direction of Marta Zielyk.
We hold Ukrainian Socials the first Friday of every month at the Smithsonian Sculpture Garden on the Mall June through September and at Leopold’s Café in Georgetown off-season.  These events are well attended and provide a forum for networking and strengthening existing relationships.  I know of a few who have become couples having met at our socials.  
We are often invited by the Embassy to meet with high level dignitaries along with other national diaspora leaders. We maintain our good relations with the Embassy.
If to combine the last two years, TWG has stayed within its means financially.  
Many deserve praise for TWG’s vitality.  Marta Matselioukh, our Embassy intern in 1995, puts in many volunteer hours as Membership Director. This entails maintaining the database, responding to requests for information, and coordinating the acceptance of new members.  Hence, she is our association’s liaison and first interface to potential new members.  Her value and contribution is underappreciated.  Marta maintains the largest database of Ukrainians and Ukraine interested parties in our area.  

I thank Tanya Kramska, who voluntarily maintained the website for the last couple of years, and Oleksiy Synelnychenko, who re-designed the website and recently took over as webmaster since Tanya is expecting her second child. Oleksiy has also helped in fundraising for TWG by allowing for advertisements on the website.  We will soon use Paypal online. The website is an efficient communication tool and well worth the investment. Updating the website in such an active organization as ours is no small feat.

We thank Andriy Hodovanets who as Fellowship Fund Director again this year coordinated, collected, and forwarded the top applications to the Embassy this year. Andriy will speak more about the Fellowship Fund in his report.  Mike Drabyk helped choose the best applicants, and Mike continues to graciously host TWG Board meetings in his home every other month.
Svitlana Kozyr continues in her capacity as a reliable treasurer. Mykola Babiak timely prints, labels, and distributes numerous announcements and member packages. Olena Vashchenko as Public Relations Director sends announcements to the Ukrainian Weekly and posts events on Brama.com.  Ken Bossong maintains our growing e-mail list.  Steve Boyduy sends e-mail announcements with the software he created to avoid spam filters.  Juriy Mojsiak takes the minutes at our Board meetings, Oleg Jershchkowsky distributes TWG flyers at his vendor stand at Ukrainian functions, and our Vice President Arthur Belendiuk competently edits TWG letters and written communications.  
We plan a number of events in the future. Next Friday we co-host a lecture by Professor Oleksiy Bilaniuk on the future of the universe at the Embassy. Andriy Bihun continues his efforts to develop business relations in Ukraine under TWG auspices.  Ken Bossong is organizing a panel on energy alternatives in Ukraine.  Other potential events include panels on minorities in Ukraine, human trafficking, and Ukraine’s prospects for Euro-Atlantic integration. We also are considering a Requiem in November for the Holodomor. 
The budget is tight. All of TWG’s members and donors deserve appreciation for their generosity.  I look for ways to market TWG’s assets and coordinate resources with other organizations. I seek co-sponsors to host future events to increase cost-sharing. I request all members receive our announcements via e-mail instead of by post to cut mailing costs.  I hope soon to offer our members the ability to update their information on-line to save mailing costs and database maintenance time.  My priorities are 1) raise revenue, 2) hold more events, 3) recruit volunteers, 4) invest and spend within our means, and 5) share resources.  I thank everybody for their support, seek your suggestions, and look forward to serving you in the future. 
